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HAUNTING. 
CREEPY & 
BEAUTIFUL 


No place stirs the sou! more thar thar 
which once was—-and now is no ore 
Take an ceric journey back in time w 
those sad and lonely destination: thar 
would disappear into history if noc 
for the amazing stories they teli. Visit 
forsaken cities swallowed by Mother 
Nature; decrepit hospitals and insane 
asylums where the wind carries the 


cries of long-dead patients; amusem« 
parks and resorts where the laughter 
has died; solitary lighthouses whose 
beacons have gone dark; ghost towns; 
buried cities; broken-down schools; 
boneyards; rusting jails: and houses 
worship deserted by their own gods. 
In these paralle! worlds. the mesmen 
melts with the horrifying, the beautitu 
with the grotesque —all unnervingls 
quiet as the past struggles to be hearc. 
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Built to protect and impress, these monuments 
to power and prestige hold only distant memories 
of their past glory and wealth. 
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t was a castle ft tor 

a Disney princess, a 
nco-Gothic marvel 
with 100 rooms, 
ornate ceilings, grand 


staircases, candelabras and a 150- 
foot clock tower. Built over more 
than 30 years, starting in 1866, for 
a wealthy family who had lost their 
previous home during the French 
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A fairy-tale castie in Belgium suffers an unhappy’én 


, fi 
uz . 


Revolution, Chateau Miranda 

in Namur, Belgium, welcomed 
aristocrats who lounged in the 
plush rooms and strolled the 
Victorian gardens tor generations 


Then the magic spell was broken. 


As fighting erupted around the 
grounds during World War II, 
invading Nazis eventually 
occupied the castle and used 


itas abarracks. After the war, the 
Belgian government converted tt 
an orphanage and vacation camp t 
200 kids, giving the estate its new 
name, Chateau de Noisy. 

By the early 1990s, the orphanage 
and camp were shut down and tne 
castle was abandoned, falling prey 
ro vandals and the elements. Urban 
explorers and ghost hunters roamed 


hateau Miranda, a decrepit shell of 

met grandeur, the floors littered 

debris, paint peeling from the 

I olls tett by the orphans hay 
vered yy dust | lolly wood used tt 
the location for Castle Lecter in 
the 1V show J/annihal 

With preservationists secking 

to restore the castle, local officials 
sought to take over the grounds, but 


in 1995, the 

owner removed 

the fireplaces 

and blue marble 

the $2 Use Ino 
bib , 

farm and another 

Castio In Italy, 


the rich count whose tamily owned 
the property balked at the cost and 
ordeal. “Pc ople dre saying that the 
count wants his descendants to 
finally ‘have some peace,” Le Fiyaro 
reported. “Clearly, the atHuence 
provoked by the miajesty of the site 
just didn’t do it tor him.” 


Asa relatively young castle, 


ic didn't enjoy the same histori 
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ton the Connpeny's 
Facebook page 


designation of other centurtes-old 

13 lvian edifices, and it was always 
question of whether it would attract 
enough visitors to justity the expense 
of renovation and operation. Atter 

a fire destroyed large portions of 

the building, the tamily applied 
fora permit to tear it down and 
demolition began. By October 2017 
Chateau Miranda was no more 
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A jate-medieval structure built on ar 
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sobbing child 
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visitors can rill the creeular 


the towet ll laying in the 


farmetiy an sand in housing 200 Croops 
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ted ot ative story Seventy years later, It Wa bach) i disembodied voice crying, fot 
socllar and damaged by a storm, ™ ith one ot during their 7bsttst | sid tay bo 
thy ond foorahallon the rarrets blown off by lightainy the ghost of a hild who was wall 
he trest f snd bedrooms above ind landing in the ourtyal {rips up ul the upper | irt of the tower 


ee 


Se 


ei 
SIGNIFICAN 


} : 
12 ABAMDOMTD PLACES 


Motr Rastmiercras 
bs TAT ing lee at 
plana te Cemolten 
Nis wafinianhed 
masterprece 


LAPALICE, POLAND 


LAPALICE CASTLE 


An artist’s ambitious project sits unfinished in a small Polish village. 


t was supposed to be 
a modest residence, 
| but sculptor Piotr 
Kazimierczak had 
bigger ideas. What 
began in 1979 asa single-family 
house with a small studio in a tiny 
Polish village grew into a palace 
that came to be called Lapalice 
Castle, with 52 rooms, a swimming 
pool and a dozen turrets, one tor 
cach of Jesus’ 12 apostles. 

It would have kept growing had 
Kazimierezak not run out of money 
and the local authorities not run 
out of patience as the estate spilled 
onto land for which he did not have 
permits. Construction stopped 


in 1991, with the castle now an 
unfinished shell attracting vandals— 
even as the artist clings to hope his 
grand vision may onc day be realized. 


VECAYING 
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& CASTLES 


SAINT. MARTIN-DU-TETRE, FRANCE 
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CHATEAU DE 
CARNELLE 


A French castle that played its part in war 
and battling disease is now a decrepit shell. 


uilt tor André Philippe 
Altred Regnier, the 
third Duke of Massa, 
between 1876 and 
1890, this Renaissance 


Kevival marvel sits on the edge of 
Trance’s Catnelle forest, about 30 
miles north of Paris, on land once 
given te monks by Charles V 

A near duplicate ot the Chateau 
de Maisons-Lafhtte in Yvelines to the 
southwest, the castle, also known as 
Chateau de Franconville, boasts 18 
bedrooms and servants’ quarters in 
the attic; the estate includes parkland 
with more than 100 kinds of trees, 
achapel, greenhouses, a theater and 
ornate columned rotundas, 

In this lavish setting, the duke 
threw grand parties and treated 
his guests to the finest in 
accommodations. But the outbreak 
of World War I saw this playground 
tor the clite converted into a military 
hospital, and it never returned fo its 
original, glamorous purpose. 

Atter the war, the duke donated 
the estate to the citv of Paris. Starting 
in 1930, it was used as a sanatorium, 
primarily tor tuberculosis patients. 
With the then-incurable disease 
plaguing the country, the hospital 
was expanded over the years to 500 
beds and surgical wards. 

As antibiotics were developed, 
the numbers of patients needing 
hospitalization decreased, and in 
the 19605, the sanatorium was 
downsized into a dietary facility with 
only 60 beds. It was used until the 


carly 1990s when it was abandoned, 
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The windows were bricked over 
and painted to look real—and then it 
was left to decay, weeds invading the 
once impeccably manicured gardens. 
A pair of lion statues at the front steps 
were stained and pockmarked, sad 
sentinels guarding the hollowed-out 
castle. Although a high-tech security 
system was installed, urban explorers 
discovered ways into the castle, where 
they discovered crumbling molding. 
warped floorboards and peeling paint 
on the walls. 

Part of the estate was sold in 2014 
toa Russian group with plans to 
turn it into a luxury hotel, but it 
was put back on the market in 2019. 
Declared a historic monument 
in 1987, the castle is currently 


The duke would bring © 1 > 
his quests from Paris 
specially chartered tralis: 
and would throw extravagant 


undergoing renovations. parties with concerts. 
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COLORFUL OWNER 


The Duke of Massa 
was a prize-winning 
photographer who 
captured images of 
himself and his loved 
ones as well as the local 
landscape. (One of his 
photos was 
listed for sale on eBay 
for $13,000.) He was 
also a musician, and he 
wrote and produced 
piays, building a theater 
on the estate. He died in 
1933 at the age of 76. 
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SAMUT SAKHON, THAILAND 


URDER MANSION 


A family’s senseless slaughter turns a Thal home into a crime time capsule 


eee i where ane 
 nulistory home with 
ddiaimaricshylighe, 
Be tliis ranstone te the 
PETIT, Hanpho subuib of 
Sanit Sakhon sits ecrly deserted 
atagnet tor stakes, lizards, drag 
adalte t» aod vatidals 
Somicbody scrawled haunting 
Hodes in ted paint ona peeling 
Wall andindeed, reminders of 
the horrors that vinited Chis haus 
cant be tnored 

Ace ating te locablore a tamaly 
oft three was inuipclere 7 wy the 
Hsien sometime after they 
maved there inthe PY70s, 

Mhotoprapher (ax Ward, who 
documented the chilling residence, 
avs ib tesearch showed that the 
' lites Phat victim A miothet 


baiher and chald Were tecent 


artivals Whicine hiniviny Lounntee 55 
tne w the attedtorn of robbers wii 
binvoke triten thre Jacoeane oper nivlit 
“The Dutyphiry seers to have 
wotaut of diane ariel the crorniiads 
niidered the entire fannily ane 
took whatever cash and valuables 
they could,” Ward saidin 2019 
. | hey woot AWaAy and ao fap Atpyeutye 
bk thows the y Ve ever li Nhe aunylit 
Phe cursed hotise remanis frozen 
intime with the kitchen plate: 
furniture, a bed, Lanips and shoe 
lettin place Ward said that his vio 
was “certainly cone” as he walked 
through the dilapidated bent 
white h bias yee t dataye d hy typers 
Phiete Was an old, rusty kevite 
lying onthe upper tour which | 
found to be abut creepy he added 
“Lots awful to jirayine the borrite 


crygine that Who COsTseiplte 7 there 


Lotals bellave that 
striking the house's 
GYiess dome will bring 
you bad buck 
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BANNERMANS 


CASTLE 


patios Waite tinan 

a ootvels barn 

Ts OE wedi 

ett evitiquns To 

proeds tere atalop 
ter the (ied War Noe giats bovalding 


Kis Miao adaly sysppecd castle wh 


ferme sperulate that 
old inunitlone remain 
undias overed beneath 
the pulne of the + aetle 


lie uninhabited (and supyeisedly 
taunted) 69 ate Pollepet Leland, 90 
niiles frat New York City, in 1901 

Hie businessman supervised 
contruction over the neath) years, 
withevt the he Ip ait at Jittectaat 
epee Ji addition to Furtets and 
srt Bannerman bad bibhedl 
quotations added to all the fireplace 
riantels, and a shield with a coat ot 
anon between the towers, but he 
died in LOTK without fotsbing tt 

I hiete was an oplosion on the 
island in 1920 
munitions dealer had stashed his 


Hannernian, alse 


weapons and gunpowder there in 


A Scotsman built 4 fortress on an island 
in New York's Hudson River. 


a warehwaise emblazoned with oy 
words “Wannermans bland Arsen. 
{he fannily commnued to use 4 

smaller castle there a9 a summer 
residence, but in 1967, they said the 
island and its bnildings to New York 
State, Bannerman» military relics 
were donated (6 the Smuthsorian 
but, a9 Jane Bannerman, the widow 
of Frank » grandson said, “We alway 
meant to go back and get persia! 
things, like my grandmother's [rish 
linen bed sheets” [ hose possesstotis 
were destroyed by a fire in 1967 that 
reduced the castle to ruins [treriats 


a local curiosity and is open for tours 
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The founder of Abercrombie & Fitch constructed a lavish home for his family. 


n the late 1920s, 
Abercrombie & 

i Fitch founder David 
Thomas Abercrombie 
and his wife, architect 

Lucy Abbott Care, built Elda Castle 
on a S0-acre wooded site north of 
New York City, concocting its name 
trom the first letters of the names of 
their four children: Elizabeth, Lucy, 
David and Abbort. 

Sturdily constructed of steel with 
 tacade of fieldstone and granite, 
the nmultilevel castle had 25 rooms, 
including a conservatory and 
scTvants quarters, a cast-iron spiral 


“talscase fo a tower, exposed brick 


chimneys, cou rtyards, balconies, 


arched doorways and views of the 
Hudson River. After Abercrombic’s 
death in 1931, his widow moved to 
New Jersey to live with a daughter 


and the castle has largely sat empty 
since, a target for squatters and 
vandals. The overgrown estate Was 
last on the market for $3.2 million 
with Sotheby's International Realty. 


Several 
owners have 
tried to save 
the castle. 

In the 1990s, 
it was used as 
a conference 
and retreat 
center. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


~ MYSTERIOUS | 
|GHOST | TOWNS} 


War, economic upheaval and death sent the citizens fleeing, 
leaving behind haunting places full of houses frozen 
in time, crumbling buildings—and spirits of former residents. 
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nce Pripyat pulsed 
with life, movie 
theaters and stores, 
factories, a hospital, 
even an amusement 
park. Then on April 26, 1986, 
during a routine test, reactor 4 at the 
Chernobyl nuclear station, two miles 
away, exploded and caught fire. Two 
workers were killed in the blast and 
28firemen and emergency cleanup 
workers died in the next three 
months after being exposed to the 
spewing tadioactive material. 
Evacuations were ordered for the 
entire town of Pripyat, population 
49,360 People scrambled to seoop 
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up whatever belongings they could 
carry and fled, leaving behind a 
haunting time capsule. 

Soviet propaganda posters hang 
from peeling walls. Children’s 
schoolbooks remain cracked open on 
dusty desks, Yellow gondolas dangle 
empty on a Ferris wheel, and the 
bumper cars sit forever idle, Old gas 
masks lie in piles next to yellowing 
instruction manuals. The concrete 
apartment buildings stand cerily 
silent, the windows broken, the 
plazas deserted and overgrown with 
weeds and trees. All of the clocks are 

stopped at exactly 11:55 a.m., when 
the electricity was cut off. 


For decades, Pripyat served asa 
terrible symbol of the horrors the 

( ‘hernobyl disaster wrought in the 
form of untold thousands of deaths 
from radiation-related cancers. The 
city now isa symbol of a different 
sort, showing what the world may 
look like after humans are gone. 

Carved out of forest and wetlands 
in the carly 1970s, Pripyat and the 
surrounding areas have in some ways 
yielded back to nature. 

While the ccosystem still shows 
the scars of the radiation in the worst 
hit areas, elsewhere toxes, wolves, 
raccoons and dogs and rats scamper. 
Bison, once nearly extinct, now 


roam again, and brown bears have 
reformed their ancient colonics. 

Continuing its complicated 
hastory, the Chernobyl nuckear plant 
was accupicd on Feb. 24, 2022, by 
Russian military forces at the start of 
the country’s invasion of Ukraine. By 
late March, however, Russian forces 
had withdrawn from the asca to 
regroup, allowing Ukrainian workers 
to teemter the looted and tattered site 
to survey its ncw damage. 
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CALIFORNIA, USA 


BOD 


This Wild West mining town 


remains in arrested decay in» 


the California desert. 


nee a dusty, remote 
mining camp, Bodie 
blossomed into a 
California boomtown 
with the discovery of 
rich gold-bearing ore in 1876. As the 
population exploded trom a handful 
of prospectors to 7,000 miners, 
merchants. railroad workers, drifters, 
gamblers, stagecoach robbers and 
gunslingers, as many as 65 saloons 
lined Main Street. Opium dens soon 
popped up in bustling Chinatown, 
and prostitutes plied their trade in 
the red-light district at the not th 
end of town. 

The many barroom fights and 
shoot-outs brought steady business 
to the mortuary, the town’s only 
brick building—the other 2,000 
structures were made of wood—and 
supplied enough corpses for two 
cemeteries: an official city cemetery, 
and a Boot Hil! for those the town 
fathers considered less desirable. 
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Once prosperous enough to 


support its own newspapers, a Wells 
Fargo bank, a telegraph office and fire 
department, Bodie started to go bust 
after a few years. After extracting 
millions of dollars from the ground, 
the gold began to run out and miners 
fled for more promising stakes in 


Arizona, Montana and Utah. By 


1910, Bodie was nearly deserted and 
remained that way until it became a 
National Historic Landmark District 
in 1961. Now, the 110 remaining 
structures stand in a state of arrested 
decay as one of the world’s best- 
preserved Wild West ghost towns. 


THE ONLY RESIDENTS HERE 


ARE RESTLESS SPIRITS. 


CERRO GORDO 
The lead and silver extracted 
in the 19th century from Cerro 


Gordo (“fat hill” in Spanish), 9. 000 


feet above the Owens Valley in 
eastern California, was sent 
south by mule train to the port 
of Los Angeles in an economic 
boost for the little pueblo, 
After mining fizzled out in the 
early 1900s, Cerro Gordo was 


abandoned to the elements and, 


some say, the ghosts, including 
the specter of a square-jawed 


man with deep-set eyes known to 


peer through the window of the 
restored American Hotel. 


VULTURE CITY 


The most productive mine in 
Arizona history—which pumped 
out silver and gold worth 
$200 million from 1863 to 1942~— 
spawned a town of 5,000 with 
saloons, brothels, general stores, 
a school, blacksmith and a 
notorious ironwood tree from 
which 18 men were hanged for 
their transgressions. The mine's 
closure in World War I! doomed 
the town, and now the rickety 
buildings, never constructed to 
last, welcome visitors for a fee 


of the perilous propect. 


nchest-ever copper deposit in the 
chiffs of Alaska m 1900. a munng 
Town Sprung Up, Conmected fo 
Prince Witham Sound by a 200- 
mile railroad financed by JP. 
Morgan. The copper disappeared 
about 30 years later and so cid 
much of the town, whch now 
attracts extreme travelers who 
trek to see the ruans, saad to be 
haunted by the souls of rasway 
workers killed during constructhon 
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OPE DOR SOIT OT 


HASHIMA 
SLAND 


Once one of the most densely populated areas in 
the world, this Japanese location is now abandoned. 
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erched on a cliff 1,300 gr 

feet over Italy’s Cavone aires 

River valley, this festivals paying 

[P} ancient settlement was homage to the 

) perfectly positioned to Tee vase: 


defend itself against invaders since 

its founding by Greeks in the eighth 
century B.C, Growing into a military 
center and picturesque village 
dominated by a castle built in 1300, 
Craco endured centuries of change 
and the plague of 1656, but the soft 
ground on which it sits couldn't 
withstand the forces of nature. 

A series of landslides in the early 
1960s forced many residents from 
their homes. After a flood in 1972 
and an earthquake in 1980, the 


medieval village was deserted, 

but has enjoyed new life hosting 
religious festivals and as a movie 
location for films including 

2004's The Passion of the Christ and 
2008's Quantum of Solace. 


NEVSEHIR PROVINCE, TURKEY 


DERINKUYU 
UNDERGROUND CITY 


An ancient haven beneath the surface protected residents from marauding armies. 


uring the 1963 
renovation of a home 
p in the Anatolia region 
of Turkey, a wall caved 
© in, exposing what 
first looked like a basement but 
instead turned out to be a portal to 
an incredible ancient underground 
city. Carved out of soft volcanic 
rock about 250 feet down sometime 
before 1200 B.C, this 18-story 
subterranean metropolis consisted 
of homes, schools, stables, armorics, 
wells and tombs that sheltcred up to 
20,000 people and their livestock, 
including goats and sheep. 

Used over the centuries by people 
hiding trom invasions and war— 
and also likely secking refuge trom 
the blistering summer heat—the 
multilevel underground city was 
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accessed by secret tunnels with connected to another underground 
ladders, the rooms connected by a city 5 miles away. In 1969, after 
maze of passageways and ventilated — extensive excavation, about half the 
by dozens of air shafts. Itumay cven be — city was opened to visitors. 
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CATACOMBS 
OF PARIS mesascm 


hen the cemeteries of j 
Paris started hiling 
up in the late 1700s, 
| the city brought its 
dead underground 
soto a 200-mile labwrinth of ancient 
jmestone-MININg tunnels. 

Over the decades. the catacombs 
of Paris were stufted with the bones 
ot more than 6 million people, the 
remains well-preserved in constant 
S~-degree Fahrenheit temperature. 

One chilling story from the time 
of the French Revolution tells of a 
doorman who went down there by 
accident. got lost--and his body 
wasn't found for 1] vears. His ghost § 
«< said to haunt the catacombs. 

The dark, damp tunnels were for official tours and urban 
adventurers, called cataphiles, who 


sneak into the off-limits areas for 


If you're unabis to travel to Frarice 
to see the terrifying sights up close 
and in person, you can now get a 
glimpse of them online, thanks to 
a virtual tour that can be found at 
catacombes.paris.tr en/virtual-visit 


used by mushroom farmers in 
che 1800s, and also served as a 
hideout for the French Resistance parties, skinny-dipping in the cave 
during World War I]. Today, the pools, concerts...or simply solitude 


catacombs draw both visitors among the dead. 
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T TOWNS 


Celebrities once played at these now bombed-out 
Sites on this Mediterranean island. 


hen the Turkish army where Elizabeth Taylor vacationed before it was surrounded by 


invaded rh island of at the swank Argo Hotel overlooking a barbed-wire fence and barred 

{-ypros in 1974, tens of Fig Tree Bay, and Brigitte Bardot and entry to everyone except occupying 

thousands of residents IK aquel Welch strolled the fashionable ‘Turkish soldiers and United 

led Varosha, the boutiques along Leonidas Street— Nations personnel for more than 
popular resort scetion of the « its became a ghost town. four decades. This resulted in the 
wt Famagusta, with little more than loday, the area stands asa grim area remaining almost exactly as 
the clothes on their backs. Ove rnight, — symbol of divided rule, The resort it was, down to the once-new cars 


the swinging tourist destination- suftered major bombing damage parked in dealer showrooms. 


Varosha was once an 
international! tourist 
attraction with sandy 
beaches and 100 hotels 


ek! Pe 
GS ae 
i 


pa 
The formerly state-of-therart 4 
ithin the puffer. ~ > 


public accesems’ j 
peavily restricted. | )'f js “ 


t 
whic 
recognized around the 
world Cypriot President 
Nicos Anastasiades 
called the opening 2 
“flagrant violation of 
law.” 


quarters of 
Force and for 
nd a solution 


now serves as the head 
the UN Peacekeeping 
intermittent talks to Hi 
to the political impasse. 

As Turkish and Greek Cypriot 
officials bicker over the fate of 
Varosha’s Forbidden Zone, its 
buildings continue to crumble. 

A 1984 UN Security Council 
resolution states the city can only be 
resettled by its original residents, and 
activists hope to restore Varosha to 
its former glory. But even if people 
do return to the resort, they'll be 
z faced with decades of decay. “People 
The same fate awaited the Nicosia passengers a day and runways have romantic images of this place, 
so they remember it exactly as they 


International Airport west of the built for jumbo jets. 
Turkish forces bombed the airport left it in 1974,” architect and activist 
Ceren Bogac told Al Jazeera. “Some 


Cypriot capital, Nicosia, Used as 
a military airfield since the 1930s and its hangars and waiting rooms. 
during the British colonial era, Alone Cyprus Airways Trident Sun people don’t even know that giant 
Jet passenger plane sits sadlyonthe trees have grown through their 
houses and demolished everything, 


the airport expanded to include a 
modern terminal for commercial tarmac, awaiting takeoff clearance 
that will never come. The airport and there is not much to save.” 


- flights capable of handling 800 


THE PICTURE THAT 
AD IN MY MIND WAS A 
KIND OF PARADISE. 
BUT IT FELT LIKE SOME 
SORT OF POSTAPOCALY PTIC 
NIGHTMARE. 


MARKIDES, TELLING THE 
TIME IN DECADES 


FORMER VAROSHA RESIDENT VASIA 
BBC ABOUT SEEING HER HOME FOR THE FIRST 
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When empires fall, communities collapse 
and history marches on, nature reclaims that 
which man once tried to tame. 
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SIEM REAP. CAMBODIA 


A Cambodian complex that brought Hindu 
myths to life rose, then fell, before rediscovery, 


uilt in the early 12th 
century by a Khmer 
king, who legend 

m asst, murdered his 


mee great-uncle to rise to 


Lasrc cag? 
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Dower 
? C 


the Angor Wat complex in 
( ambedia replicates the cosmos 
n stone: Its NVe lowers represent 
Hindu mythology 's Mount Meru 
and ifs peaks 


One ot the world’s largest and 


most elaborate religious monuments. 
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Angkor Wat—translated as “temple 
city” ~stretches over 500 acres 
dominated by its 213-foot central 
tower and surrounded by a 13-toot 
deep moat. Virtually every surface 
inside the temple is adorned with 
ornate carved images of gods, 
mythological scenes and dancers. 
Dedicated to the deity Vishnu, 
often described as the “preserver” 
and “protector,” Angkor Wat was 
later transtormed into a Buddhist 


temple, looming as the laryest cyt 
the world at the Uime—~with as mary 
as | million people in the power 
center of the mighty Khmet Empire 
which ruled much of Southeast Asia, 
But by the carly 15th century 
Angkor Wat was abandoned and 
swallowed by the jungle; the CAUse 45 
still debated, though it likely suffered 
a slow decline over a century 


possibly as climate change dist upted 
raintall and upended the water 


ayatem I would take the hamnc 


“ost city” from Westerners, though 


locals always knew it was there 
Named a UNESCO World 
Heritape Site in 1992, it stands as 
Cambodia's most popular tourist 
attraction, an edifice as mighty 
as itis fragile 
Ifa stubborn drought in 
Cambodia lowers the waterline 
of the famed moat, the temple's 
sandstone foundations could suffer 


from exposure and compromise the 
integrity of the structures. Officials 
say evaporation ts high, but the 
water supply is being regulated to 
protect the temple. “We have not 


ignored thie issue,” one official says. 


Another concern is the aptly 
named strangler fig trees that took 


Hiscovere dav 
culpture i 


7 
region of St 


fidder Cor nartmnent 
in the figures shell 
neld a white crystal 
dragon and atr 
It's believed the 
played @ part 
offerings to the Hindu 
deity Vishnu 
Hullding ‘ yf 


Wat Temple 
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Angkor 


The tree tots extract Moisture ‘ 


‘from thesgnasetiiakine 


it more prone to crumblings 


root in the loosened stones of the 
complex’s temples, which were 
buile without mortar. 

Some of the trees at Angkor’s 
smaller Ta Prohm temple had to be 
removed in order to stabilize the 
building and prevent the roots from 
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turther crushing the structure. 


NATURE'S 
REVENGE 


NAMIBIA 


KOLMANSKOP 


MINING TOWN 


Sandstorms have consumed the former 
diamond-mining area in the Namib Desert. 


n 1908, a Namibian 
railroad worker 
clearing sand off the 
rails spotted strange 
shi mmering stones. 
He showed them to his supervisor, 
who had them inspected, 
The stones were diamonds. The 
discovery transformed these 
sand dunes in West Africa’s Namib 
Desert into the world’s richest 
diamond mines, producing up 
to 1 million carats a year by 1912. 
The little German colony town of 
Kolmanskop in southern Namibia 
blossomed into adiamond of its 
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own, a surreal speck of luxury in 
the desert, nourished by fresh water 
brought by rail and entertained by 
visiting European opera troupes. 
German authorities sealed off the 
area into a Sperrgebiet, or restricted 
zone, and local tribespeople were 
displaced off their own land or left 
no choice but to work as laborers. 
When the diamonds ran out 
in the 1930s, miners moved 
on to more promising deposits, 
and by 1956 Kolmanskop was 
abandoned. As the desert reclaimed 
the land, mountains of sand 
invaded emptied buildings. 


About 35,000 tourists visit Kolmanskop 
each year to explore the town, which in its 
heyday was home to about 1,000 people, 
including a family that kept a pet ostrich. 


SHENGSHAN ISLAND 
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A remote fishing 
island has be 
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or cepbiietas, the 


Soutricnt Mil volcano 


F monty sat dormant, 
‘Then on fuly U8, 
1995, the valcane 
stirred tadite, belching ash and hot 
gas thar Mankered the sourhern 
tatthe Caribbean island of 
Viomesorrat, where the capital city of 
Hirnerth was located, 

Ax more waleatic matter ratacd 
down, cosidents Were ev Ac uated in 
December 1998 ay a precaution 
They were allowed to return 
eyanths later, but a massive eruption 
i Aveo 299° chat killed 19 people 
roncad Plymouth \ residents to fee 
vain many of then never to return 

their wland hame, 

lhe government sealed off the 
southern part of the island as 


ap exchaston aone and the local 
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economy, already hobbled by the 
devastation from Hurricane Hugo in 
1989, was decimated. More than halt 
the iMand S original population of 

13,000 is now gone, most te the UK 


’ 


(the island is a British territory) and 
Plymouth sits stark and forbidding, 
encased ina thick concrete like 
mixture of lava, ash and rock, as the 
world's only capital ghost town, 
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ist Wit 
at mortality pools a tennis court, hospital 
Presbyre rian church and a watel 
Xx pared rh (reatment plant 
act administrators [he ishind remained occ upi | 
famuies to Ross Island by th Boushoundl ae when 
(TUCTINg BF nd ballrooms it was taken over by invading 
: teak dance floors, swimming Japanese. In 194) attet lridia pained 


SOUTH ANDAMAN ISLANDS, INDIA 


ROSS ISLA 


A former British colonial penal settlement is 
haunted by the memories of an oppressive past, 
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narure's 
Revenct 


BELGIUM 


¢ hte Sree 


them—logos were pa rticularly 
popu lar—and nature took its toll 
on what remained. Discovered By 
urban adventurers, the site became 
a popular destination due to the 
dramatic photos posted on the 
internet. The area drew unwanted 
_curiosity-seekers for years. By 

2009, locals—worried about the 
environmental damage from the 


y , 
the war. [hey are believed to have 
bought them from a local garage 
specializing in selling and repairing 
American models, then had to leave 
them behind when they left France 
in the 1960s during the country’s 
disputewith NATO. The car 


ghee. < t 
Ye oy wy 
t's arraffic jamt 
lasted for decades. 
Deep ina Belgium 
forest, more than 100 
vintage American 
automobiles were lined up and left 
to rust ina haunting car graveyard 
whose history is as tangled as the graveyard was actually located 
roots invading the old chassis, on the land behind the garage. » 

Some of the cars in-this surreal Fither way, the cars sat under 
site outside the savall village of the trees for years as locals stripped cars—had cleaned up the area. tf 
Chatillon were said to have been Pa 
abandoned as far back as World 
War I. According to local lore, 
U.S. soldiers ditched their private 


ae vehicles in remote locations to 7 | E C; A IR S W |: RA F 


hide them from invading Nazis. 


At war's end, the Americans left 
many ects hats es DR | Vv : N U P A Hi L L ; 
than pay the high cost of shipping ON E BY O N 3 ’ N ‘© E LY 4) 


them home. 


PARKED AND SOMEHOW 
aR iene after the war, Ti H E a i es N F ROM 

he later models likely came fr ” 
; anadian er P x Al saath | 'D) FE WO R L [). 
iving in Belgium and France after BRB s Le 


That may account for some of 
the cars, but not all, since many 
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This auto cemetery 

is believed to have 
heen one of several 
A in Belgium. 
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he Bolivian city of 
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ce only tructure isa hotel 
Ntirely of salt 


Nis another < Urtous 


Attraction 
| he Core 


at Train Graveyard, or 
de Trenes. 
testing place for early 
locomotives and raile 
the 


Cemeterio isthe tinal 
20th-century 
ars. Most of 
More than 100 train cars Were 
‘Mported from Britain to link this 
trading Peston the And 


ean plain 
with other Sout! 


1 American cities. 

Vhe decline of the mining 
industry and disputes with 
neighboring countries doomed those 
dreams, and by the 1940s the trains 
were abandoned. 
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But just outside 


{ 
There are no guards a “ts 
Cemeterio de Trenes, sO tol 
; . . > 
climb on top of the ie a 
corroded by the salty win 3 
take pictures inside the train ed 
-ven converte 
cars, with one hull even con 
into a swing. | 
“Most other countries w ould 
abe. 
have removed the old train 


watt yernay 
cordoned them off, or pet sat 


made a museum out of them 


bl peer Mike Powell wrote. “| 
IG Ci a - 
fact that they've been abandon 
act y | 
here to be stripped by loca! 


\ nkey-lik 
climbed upon by monk 
; fr be the m 
foreigners might not be ' ; 
C : errs as 
constructive or safest 1dea, 


pretty awesome. 
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tsi? ‘defend Cie + | ma 
World War I, with troge 
on them shooting das 1 22 
warplanes crossing the ] ng 
Channel and sinking one aby 
Named after their 
Maunsell, the twos 
were built on land iE 
hauled by t 
they were affineth 
Originally clasten 
tower and connest 
cach tower he 
soldiers on mie Pa 
Equipped withiga 
cannons ang $e 
the forts stood 1 
path of Luttwat 
and “buez bot 
toward ndoy 
British ind Is ir 
Decomm 
they were U ed 
broadcasters in the 
1970s that played rock ‘n’ roll that 
the BBC avoided. Subsequently 
abandoned, all but a handful of 
the towers tumbled into the ocean. 
Businessman David Marriot Cooper 
hoped to convert any still standing 
into a hotel and spa complex. *My 
idea tor a hotel is, Ubelieve, the only 
wav to preserve the torts,” herald 
CNN in 2015. “Itisa very magical 
-\perienee out there.” But investment 
tunds have proved elusive. 
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NATURE'S 
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QREGON, USA 


ane eeeabenl 


This beacon ona tiny rock off the coast of 
Oregon has been dark for over 60 years. 


WME little over a mile off 
the Oregon coast 
A B® onan acre ot basalt 
® rock, Tillamook Rock 
WEES | ighthouse stands 
amid the swirling Pacific waters, 
its light extinguished. 

Described by its last keeper as 
“one of the most notorious and yet 
fascinating of the sea-swept sentinels 
in the world,” the lighthouse was 
constructed over 575 difficult days, 
with at least one fatality linked to 
the project: Even betore work began, 
a mason who was surveying the 
location was swept out Co sea, his 
body never recovered. 


ation 
The lighthouse bega' P 

in 188}, guiding ships 7 _ 

Columbia River around dang 


J 
Tillamook Head—a run se see 
harrowing, sailors nickname 
lighthouse Terrible Tillie. 
. 
Four rotating keepers ata cme 
were assigned ro the remote locatio 


for three-month stints followed by 
two weeks off That was later reduce 
to 42 days on and 21 days off duc 
to the harsh mental and physical 
conditions on the inhospitable rock. 
[t was decommissioned in 1957 
and sold to private owners. Now 
empty, it's part of the Oregon 
Islands National Wildlite Retuge- 
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After the final sermons and lessons were 
delivered, these sanctuaries of God and 


knowledge would need a miracle to thrive again. a4 
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in the 1920s, when 
African Americans 
found the doors to 
white churches” closed 
to them, City Methodist 
weicomed Black 
worshippers—as well 
as recent immigrants— 
and the pastor spoke 
out against the Ku Klux 
Kian. But it only went 
$0 far: The white and 
Black congregations 
were segregated. 
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Story ' y 
Nglish Gothic 


chu Chor . 

t h pened in | 
With all the » 
features beg 
booming steel t 


94, 


rand 

befitting a 
OWN— stained 
windows, soaring pillars 


stonework —Tto gow 


glass 
Carved 


} ith a music 
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and ai 1,000-seat Seaman } Lal. 
Dr. Wiliam Grane Po 
fant Seaman. Half of 
the staggering $1 million cost—the 
equivalent of $16.5 million today— 
way covered by U.S. Steel, , 
The pride of Gary, Indiana, 
City Methodist Church grew to 
nearly 2,000 congregants—the 
most for a Methodist church in 
the Midwest—in its 1950s heyday, 
with Seaman Hall hosting plays, 
musicals, pageants and movie 
screenings. But as the steel industry 
lagged, so did the city and church, 
In the 1960s, economic decline and 
white flight trom downtown to the 
suburbs shrank the membership, 
with offerings from the remaining 
members not being enough to 
even pay the utility bills, much less 
cover repairs to the leaking roof. 
remperamental boilers and aging 
organ. After failing to find anyone 
willing to take on the costs of 
maintaining the massive building, 
the church closed its doors in 1975. 
Lett vacant ever since, the church, 
which lost its roof in a 1997 fire, 
now serves as a destination for 
urban adventurers, and a target 
tor vandals and thieves who have 
removed the stained glass and most 
of the interior Axtures. It has also 
served as a haunting movie location, 
featured ind Nightmare on Elm 
Street among other films, though 
city officials hope to shore up 
the unsate structure and transform 
the site into 2 “ruins garden” tor 


weddings and other events. 


Pastor Seaman 

had plans to add 

@ bowling alley and 

Brooftop garden, 
never came 
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MAGELANG, INDONESIA 


Sa — 


CHICKEN CHURCH 


Some say it's a chicken, but its creator built this prayer house to resemble a dove. 


7 anicl Alamsjah 

en b tollowed a vision from 
i D ie God to build a house 
of prayer that looked 
like a dove, and started 
constructing a bird-shaped place of 
worship in a mountain forest on the 
Indonesian island of Java. Opening 
its doors in the 1990s even before it 
was finished, the church welcomed 
all faiths. Unfortunately, Alamsjah’s 
pious devotion was not matched by 
equal artistic or architectural 
talents, and the structure looks more 
like a giant angry chicken than a 
dove. With a huge squawking beak 


The church may be spiritually 
connected to a local volcano, as the 
bird’s face points in its direction 


es 


and teathers over the entrance, 
Gereja Ayam, or Chicken Church as 
the locals call it, ran into financial 
problems in 2000 and was vacated; 
iC HOW attracts CUrIGUS VISITOFrs. 
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LUKOVA, CZECH REPUBLIC 


ST. GEORGE'S 
CHURCH 


Ghostly congregants gather within these decrepit walls. 


» hen the roof collapsed 
W during a funcral in 


1968, the congregation 


was so terrified that 

this 60)0-year-old 
church in the little town of Lukova 
was haunted that they refused to 
return. Thieves broke into the 
abandoned building, in what is 
now the Czech Republic, and took 
off with statues, paintings, even 
the clock from the tower; vandals 


and years of neglect have also taken 
their toll. To draw attention wo the 
old church and raise money for 
restoration, a sculptor named Jakub 
Hadrava created 32 statues of ghosts 
draped in white sheets and placed 
them in the pews. The haunting 
exhibit has now drawn waves ot 
visitors to the “Ghost Church "who 
leave donations that have allowed 
the congregation to shore up the 
walls and repair the root. 
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| ARCHITECTURE PROFESSOR 
THOMAS COOMANS 
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began a slow decline due to war 
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ron doomed It for good 
. y _ 1 
twas handoned in 176 and 


decaved turther when a rail linc 
-gt through the property 11 1855 


nservation efforts and historic 


ve preserved the ruins 


designation ha 
éthe church. cloister and brewing 
se. the graceful Cistercian-stvle 


irs. arches and rose windows 


providing 2 dramath setting 
-nics, music festivals. hreworks 
avs and quiet contemplation. The 


-|so has a meditative pathway 

ourages Visitors to relax 
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ed garde! 
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leading to the Saint Bernard chapel 
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SOMETIMES 
AN EMPTY 


BUILDING 
LOOKS SO 
CREEPY 
THAT IT 
BEGS TO BE 
EXPLORED.” 
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ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, USA 


CARR SCHOOL 


A St. Louis school on the National Register of Historic 
Places has been empty for more than three decades. 


esigned by noted grounds fell prey to vandals and 
school architect weeds. Windows were broken and 
D William B. Ittner, the roof was damaged by wind and 
the Carr School, just rain. Located across the street from 
north of downtown a popular park, the grounds were 
St. Louis, educated _ rations of seen as a pertect location for a senior 
children atter opening in 1908, The living tacility, but its new owners 
handsome brick building included have been unable to r aise the funds 
colortul touches, like mosaics of tor renovation. E xtensive d amag ge 
children, and the kindergarten area trom a late-night fire in one of the 
as considered state-of-the-art. But buildings in 2018 placed the site’s 
atter closing in 1983, the school tuture into further doubt, 
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y his glamorous 

; : §) 19th-century 

i T = country home with 
f b dazzling chandeliers, 
SESS mahogany paneling, 

a grand staircase with carved oak 

balustrades and a dramatic Neo- 

Georgian entrance lobby became 

a home for destitute children 

in 1938 when the house was taken 

over by The Actors’ Orphanage. 

The facility weathered World War 
T1—the children were evacuated to 
New York during the conflict—bur 
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couldn't survive the staggering costs 
ot maintenance and repairs. In 1958, 
it was shuttered and the building Was 
lett empty for decades. A plan in the 
1990s to house pedophiles and sex 


offenders was scuttled after vears 

of feree Opposition trom ke cal 
residents, who held candlelight vigils 
to protest. The property has since 
fallen further into decay. 
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ISTANBUL, TURKEY 


PRINKIP 
ORPHAN 


Preservationists fear for the future 
of Europe's largest wooden building. 
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rear ret r te m ete 
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Pr 


uileat the end of the 
19th century as 4 
massive casino made 


completely of timber, 

the Prinkipo Palace 
on Biryiikada island off the coast 
of Istanbul never saw a single bet 
placed, the project abandoned when 
the devoutly religious—and fiercely 
anti-gambling—34th sultan of the 
Ortoman Empire objected. 

In 1903, a rich Greek banker's 
wife bought the ornate six-story, 
215,000-square-foot structure with 
wooden columns in the grand hall 
and paneled ceilings, and donated 
it ro the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
which converted a playground of 
sin into an orphanage that housed 
up to 1,000 boys at one time. 

After five-plus decades, the Greek- | 
operated Prinkipo Greek Orthodox 
Orphanage closed due to political 
strife between Turkey and Greece. | 
The vacant property was seized by 
Turkey in 1997, until the European 
Court of Human Rights ordered it 
returned to the Greek community. 

By then, it had been damaged by fre 
and rot, and preservationists fear that 
Europe 's largest wooden b ilding 


may not survive 
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HOSPITALS 
& ASYLUMS 


The anguished cries of pain still echo through 
these sinister-looking institutions that portray the 
same suffering they once inflicted. 
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The Rock” closed in 1963, but naw welcomes 
Tourists ang-— SOME Say ~ ghosts in San Francisco Bay. 
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- terfying, with some claiming they felt 
a ptéSence standing beside them. 
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yom 1) Block and the Perps tual 
creepy chill of cell 14-D, where 


inmates went tor breaking the rules 
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PHILADELPHIA, USA 


re 


st famous and expensive 


What was once the mo 
mbling ruin. 


prison in the world is now a2 cru 


ne caretaker 
claimed he , 
was gripped 
so tightly by. 
a force that 


astern State 
Penitentiary, which 

SB was fully c smpleted in 
1836, was a penal palace 
with vaulted ceilings 
and skylights intended to let in “God's 
y was that solitude 


light.” Its phil soph 
would encourage introspection [0 
ponder one’s transgressions. Every 
cell was single-occupancy with the 
bare essentials: a bed, sink, roilet and 
Bible—but there were also peepholes 


that allowed guards to spy on inmates 
without being noticed. and chained to the wall during the 


Wn broke the rules, a prisoner dead of winter, until ice covered his 
could be plunged into a treezing bath body. Or he might be placed into the 
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wore hoods whan they 

te graven them fram tating we tp 
inate OF HOW) WHET (Typy . 

Ve 


with his tongue ¢ lary 
hat ran to his wrist 
hen shackled bel) 


Jron Gag, 
to achain t 
which were ¢ 
his back. Or he could go to“ ] 
Hole,” an underground enclos’ 
tbed him of all sensory 

;—and the last semb! 


that rol 
perceptior 
of sanity. 
Holding 450 prisoners at its | 
Eastern State operated until 19 
when tt was closed and abandoi 
to all but stray cats. After effort 
failed to redevelop the site into 
apartments OF a shopping mall, t 
dilapidated prison was opened | 
the public for history tours and 
explorations by ghost hunters, w! 
believe the spirits of tormented 
inmates still roam the cellblocks 


The ghosts of murdered 
inmates are said to haunt 
the prison nicknamed 
Dracula’s Castle. 


. > 4 
W | the Romanesque-style a Nn 
was intended for low- 
security first-time 
offenders who could be taught new 
skills and released back into society, 
But by the 1960s, the prison had 
become an overcrowded powder keg, 
stufted with hardened criminals who 
periodically rioted. 
The human toll could be seen 
in the cemetery, where each of the 
215 graves is identified by a number 
instead of a name. Inmates who 
didn’t succumb to tuberculosis or 
influenza died at the hands of other 
prisoners or by suicide, often by 
hanging themselves with whatever 
they could find. 
Conditions became so bad that 
the courts shut it down in 1990 and 
left it to rot, opening the Mansfield 


ard re tti , lywood could love: 
Correctional Institute nearby. The abused inmates and staff with heavy _ setting rp “ WARN HE 
- x ye : os ~ indo > ) ca ¢ « 
retormatory became a place where, —_ consciences roam the halls, mov ing It serv c 2 - c sg colts Fi 
: 7 : : ” ie The shank Rede . 
the BBC observed, “the ghosts of equipment and slamming doors,” a movie The Shawshan Pp 
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Preservationists are fighting to save t 


a Be chis jail in Newark, 
if t B New Jersey, served as 
= 


a Bm the countys primary 
at eon — y . 


MMMM |ockup, where well- 
behaved inmates could relax in 
courtyards or take strolls on garden 
paths while the bad ones would be 
hanged on the gallows out back 
Designed by John Haviland, 
America’s leading architect ot jails 
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GG or more chan 130 years, 


his crumbling 


and penitentiaries who also designed 
New York's Manhattan Detention 
Complex (known 4s “The Tombs }; 
the Essex County Prison closed in 
1971. Bur tora briet stint as office 
space for a narcotics bureau, the cells 
have sat empty—except for vagrants 
and drug addicts. 

laggers have covered the 
crumbling walls in graffiti. though 
the most chilling messages are those 


lett behind by former inma! 
including one who scrawled: 
“Where evil dwells I.” 


Although the old jail has been 


Jared for demolition, some locals 


’ 


continue to fight to save what 


they see as a historic landmark 
“A lot of people can’t see the beaurs 
and the history of the buildings 
They just see ruins,” preservatio! 


Ulana Zakalak insists 


it 


perce 
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE yog 


TENNESSEE. ¥ 
STATE PRISON 


The shuttered Southern 
institution is a popular 
jocation for filmmakers. 


fortress of 


punishment built 
A by the inmates 

themselves, the 

Tennessee State 
Prison was overcrowded the day it 
opened in Nashville in 1898, with 
1,400 prisoners shoved into 800 
cramped cells. Conditions only got 
worse over its grim 94-vear history, 

Prisoners marched in lockstep in 

their striped uniforms, and spent 
their days toiling for up to 16 hours 
in convict factories for tiny wages, 


il line 
whi i : : ¢ in 1902; smashing a prison rail 
some of which were withheld to assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King — in 1902 £4} 


> - rare “ : ’ . ive thr yu sh the rate in 1907. i 
offset the costs of their incarceration. —_[r. in 1968. When prisoners weren f oe € i y bac alleging 
: ; : are ‘ . a “fr aclass-actio 
Nights were spent in hot, stufty 6- rioting or setting fires, they were After ac PU Ds - 
. : : : ‘ / . tions, the 
by-8-toor cells designed for one man, trying to escape: blowing outa wall harsh condi P 


. . : : in 1992, with an injunction 
but otten holding as many as four. closed in 1 ? : sbi ee 
- : 7 . e ¢ 
Phe worst of the worst came here, preventing it 7a used 
i j in. 
including James Earl Ray, who for inmates aga 
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BEELITZ-__. 
HEILSTATTEN * 3 
HOSPITAL : 


n 
The hospital for Adolf Hitler and East Germa 


history: 4 ae 
Clan Erich Honecker is as creepy as Its ’ 1 eZ 
sptaw ling complex of a7 ve e ; 
GO hospital buildings, P | oe ; 
A this tac lity treated 


tuberculosis patients 


tron its Opening in 
ISS until World Way I, when the 
1,500 beds were filled with casualties 
from the frone. Among the 12,500 
soldiers from the ( eTMan Imperial 
Army treated by the Red Cross 
was a young Adolf Hitler, who was 


wounded in the leg and blinded by 
mustard gas during the Battle of 
the Somme against the British and 
French, earning him the [ron Cross, 
The facility treated lung-discase 
patients again after the wa r, bur 
its links to Hitler resumed during 
World War H when it served asa 


j f ained 
“Beelitz particularly pa, 
reat haunting chill even eS a 


has held some of ft Layers 
in the walls,” says — ae 
a set designer for A Ci ind 
Wellness, 2 2016 horror film ; 
shot at the hospital. 
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ficld hospital for the German leader's grounds were aba ndoned Le pad 
Nazi troops. After the Russian Red 1990s, including the a) . 
Army occupied Beclitz-Heilstatten, the psychiatric ward an Gatos 
the hospital treated Russian troops For years, the decaying comp me 
and then Soviet patients for the next aS ruinous reminder of both the 
Nazi and Soviet eras, with its haunting 


s() years. These included disgraced ke wenn 
Communist officials, among them the history making ita favorite destination 
notorious Erich Honeeker after his for history buffs, urban explorers and 
1989 ouster as the East German head, 
before the Berlin Wall fell. Honecker, 
who had been to the hospital as a 
German prisoner in WWII, was 
treated for liver cancer—his condition 
spared him trial for human rights 
abuses—betore dying in exile. 
As the Cold War ended and 

Germany reunified, most of the 


movie directors, The grounds were 
used as locations for Roman Polanski’s 
The Pianist in 2002 and Valkyrie, 
starring Tom Cruise, in 2008. To 
accommodate a growing number of 
visitors. a 70-foor-tall, 700-foot-long 
canopied viewing platform named 
Baum und Zeit, German for tree and 
time, was constructed in 2015. 
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eUTRIs, WALES 


ee ee eee 


POOL PARK 
ASYLUM 


2 former comvalescent 
home & ome of the most 
naumted places in Wales. 


nox 2 dexs pack fox 
Renton Comte tm chee 
LINN, thas cxtame wants 
a mock Tader-setic 
qeace’ hee Woe 
Acssgfe 2 scrics of rick owners 
chore & was sold is 19ST to chee 
North Wales Counsics Memeal 


5 “ARE Satine ates see tiie 
gi eee 
~% z * 4 4 
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2 & peak of opomen. 

Cloning in 1589. che seachr old 
hres bas newer bexm ofthc 
ddundemcd. ber 2 bas tallicn mie 
wanes coring free the ccaiemes, 
windows beokrm Reports of strange 


Another sicuth claimed to have 
beard a lithe girl's woice SAIS | 
“There's a bad man over there. 


FACTORIES, 
MALLS & 


BASES 


Former symbols of economic and military 
dominance, these edifices have collapsed into grim 
examples of poverty and weakness. 


DETROIT, USA 


I nego erage a EE 


se Michi ° 
Wheels of change crushed this Michigan autom 


plant, but hope is on the horizon. 


Vorld 
When America entered Worl , 


WEE nce upon an 
e BH automotive time, War Il, Packard wey wane fighter 
' 0 the name Packard engines for the PSI sexe € 
B® stood for luxury planes (below right) mt adjust t© 
Me and American in the post-war 1950s to a0] rs 
rences For 


buyers’ changing prefe ite 

more modestly appointed cars. i 

last Packard rolled off the assemb V | 

line in the late 1959s, and the factory 

buildings were used mostly for ee 

before they were finally abandoned. 
As Detroit's auto industry 

plant became a 

of the city’s Jost 


know-how, and the factory that 
churned out those cars reflected that 
commitment. Built from 1903 to 
1911, the Detroit plant was a state- 
of-the-art manufacturing operation, 
with 4 million square teet over 40 
acres and a force of 40,000 workers 
slumped, the 


producing smooth-driving cars with 
rovung symbol 


such innovations as power steering. 
The site's iconic bricg 


collapsed in January 20 


Pal 


a 
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er 
Tepe UR INET 


As 


economic glory days. Too expensive 
to renovate or even tear down, 

block after block crumbled, and 

the collapsed structures attracted 
vandals and squatters. Hollywood 
directors used the skeletal remains 
ay backdrops for postapocalyptic 
scenes in TV shows and movies. 


i eh 


The bul 


to bring ih Ratural light-which 
the designer believed would 
make workers more productive 


In 2013, Fernando Palazuelo, 
a Spanish businessman living in 
Peru, purchased much of the site for 
$405.000 with plans to renovate it, 
as he has with buildings in Spain, 
Nepal and Peru, into a $350 million 
residential, business, restaurant and 
retail center. In the fall of 2020, 


however, he decided to change 
course, listing the 3.2 million- 
square-foot property and seeking 
out industrial buyers or tenants. 
“am sure it’s going to involve 
demolishing a large portion of the 
plant,” a real estate spokesperson 
involved in the sale revealed. 


re "Se en 
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me ay Sache t 


>. Tl) ane 


wcal malls have caken 
4 Seating from ther 
hevdavs in the 1970s 


and 1980, duc to 


is ; . 
(he Chosures of large 


department stores and MD Petition 


from «niin shopping Phe 


Hawthorne Plaza in the Leos Angeles 
suburbs had tried th car ve our a niche 


Ww catering to middle-class residents 


Te. | 
: 


©teund such upscale centers as 
the South Bay Galleria, located to the 
south in Redondo Beach. too pricey. 
Bur the l-million square-foot mall, 
: opencd in 1977 and covering six 
city blocks, suffered an additional 
sconemic blow with the loss of jobs 
in the surrounding aerospace plants. 


the Id Penney, Montgomery Ward 
and Broadway anchors, were no 


By the late 1990s, the 130 stores, plas 


[IT'S] CREEPY ENOUGH TO 
MAKE YOU THINK YOU'RE 

LIVING IN A GEORGE | 
ROMERO HORROR MOVIE. 


BRIAN CHAMPLIN, WE LIKE L.A. 


more—and the mall closed its doors, 
Officials are trving to find a use for 
the 40-aere site after a $500 million 
overhaul plan tell through in 2018. 
“We want to have development...but 


— 


Hot at any cost.” mayor Alex Vargas 
told the Ditdy Breeze. “We're nor 
going to just have anvthing there if 
it isn't goad for the city.” 
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paNnGKOR, THAILAND 


exotic fish NOW dominate a 
rainwater pool in a deserted 
shopping structure in Thailand. 


hair 


sip extra seven Stories that 
went viral, the center was cf a | 
a Yup without permission, caving 


inundated with gawkers put ee . 
the mall without a root. Weep ps 


d to an outbreak of 


|} of rainwater le 
mosquitos, a problem people tried 
“ to solve by stocking the ponds ™ ith 
insect-eating koi, tilapia, iridescent 
shark, carp, mango fish and stripe 
catfish. The mosquitos disappearec a 
and the exotic fish population 
exploded, swimming around the 
old elevators. Some enterprising 


locals even sold fish food to visitors. 


‘ 


The structure still stands, but 
the government scooped up 3.01 i) 
Gch and transferred them to less 
interesting waters nearby. In June 
2020, a nine-day art exhibit titled 
“New World x Old Town” welcomed 
visitors back to the mail, simulating 


the shops trom the center’s better 


| days and examining its history 


racTORIEs 
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MILITARY pases 
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y woes derail 


W ® marble modeled after 
B® Roman bathhouse. 
seme the majestic train 


‘ q eer ee 
{asa towering symbol 


station stood 
of Detroit's domination in the 
jutomobile-manufacturing industry. 
Opened for commuter train 
service in 1913, the 18-story 
building—the tallest rail station 


in the world at the time—ha 


the coviD-19 pandem 
itnow plans to finish it 


more than 200 trains departing 
each dav carrving thousands 


the shops and much of the wait 


WW) 


rs, including such 
juminaries as Presidents Herbert 


er, Franklin Roosevelt and 


Hoove 
Harry [ruman, inventor Thomas 


and silent movie star 


room were closed. Amt rak’s arris 
che ‘70s gave the station a tempor: 
boost. but Detroit’ sinking econo! 
took the station with it. In 1988 
Michigan Central Station closed fi 
ood. Graffiti covered the walls. «! 


marble archways crumbled and th 
hed. 


windows were smas € 
Ford Motor Comp 
1018, and 


the iconi station in 2 
heen underway 


of passenge 
As rail travel tapered off after 

World War Il (ironically, due to the 

ricy of Detroit's cars), the 


popula ol . 
hard umes. By 196% 


Edison; 
station fell on 


Charlie Chaplin. 


renovations have 
hope of restoring it to 


with the 
2()22 of 


its former glory by late 


early 2023 


“pought the station in 2018,; 
 gecause of delays due ta 


any pure hased 


Manhattan trains don’t stop 


at one of the most beautiful 


subway locations. 


he subway stop 
beneath City Hall 
T fearures the best 
in underground 
cransportation 
amenities —a towering ceiling with 
Aylights, colored-glass tiles, even 
brass chandeliers everything, that 
18, 6 scept passengers. 
Opened in 1904, the station 
ecame one of the least popular 
inthe city, largely doomed by a 
problematic curving platform that 
limited the number of train doors 
that could be opened, In 1945, with 


only Gt) . ' . 
nly GOO passengers using the station 


each day, it was closed, Riders had to 
get off at the Brooklyn Br idge station 


and for decades thev never saw this 


subterranean jewel. The old station 


is now used as a turning lowp. 
While passengers still can't get 
off.at the City Hall station, they 


can stay on the train as it swoops 
back uptown so they can get 

a glimpse of the Romanesque 
Revival architecture illuminated 
by sunlight streaming through the 
overhead glass. For an even better 


{ 


view, tours are offered. 


* * wring 4, : 


ALSACE-REBION, FRANCE 


hen the French 
constructed the 


is W ~ conerete bunkers, 
oy P 


tunnels, artillery 
rite barreries and living 
quarters for troops along its b« der 
with Germany in the buildup to 
World War II, chev congratulated 
themselves on creating what they 


believed would be an impenetrable 
barrier against the Nazis. 
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Named after the war minister 
André Maginot, the Maginot Line, 
stretching 800 miles and costing 

3 billion tranes, served as a symbol 
of French ingenuity, foresight and 
military genius that would prevent 
the bloody stalemate that was trench 
wartare during World War I. 

Instead, the Maginot Line became 
a symbol of a much different sort. 

In 1940, the Germans didn’t trv 


y 
i 


MW 
to penetrate the line, as expected, = 
but instead crashed through a weale 
point to the north along the border 
with Belgium, where fortifications” 
were still being built in the rugged 
terrain. Wehrmacht panzers stormed 
through the Ardennes forest, forced 
a massive evacuation in Dunkirk and 
circled around to attack the line from 
behind. As the Germans occupied 
France, the Maginot Line forever 


t 7 : " became equated with prideful 
** . 2 + false confidence. 
e 4 ~e. Most of the fortifications were 
\a abandoned after the war, save for 
. = some that were used as Cold War 
" homb shelters. But by the 1960s 
A mennanal to those, too, served no purpose, 
US. seman so the metal doors were welded 
nes shut. The fortresses were largely 
wortd Year é é ; 
stanat: al the forgoticn for two decades until 
MognOt at interest from military butts and 


THE MAGINOT LIN 

ENGENDERED A 7 

| FALSE SENSE OF ? 

| SECURITY AND © 

/ COMPLACENCY Of 

THE PART OF THE - 
FRENCH.” 


HISTORIAN WILLIAM ALLCORN 


tourists prompted the government 
to open some bunkers. 

Now, tens of thousands of visitors 
a year ride clectric trains, once used 
to Transport Craops, to peer brite 
France's military past. Though 
the Maginot Line prov ed to be a 
historic failure. the bunkers’ wurdy 
construction has left them in good 
condition, allowing chem fo prev tk 
a dramatic peek into the past. 
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CRIMEA, UKRAINE 


BALAKLAVA | 
SUBMARINE BASE 


A top-secret underground 
military installation in Crimea 
recalls Coid War nuclear 
power and threats. 


ecp undergr ywund lurks 
a series of channels 
D and corridors that 
could have decided 
the fate of the world. 
In slecpy Balaklava Bay, at the end 
ot the Crimean Peninsula, a Soviet 
submarine base dug out of Mount 
Tavros’ hard rock in the 1950s was 
strong enough to withstand an 


American nuclear missile attack and heads and 
2 F re rarheads « 
- » blow of mass tramway to move the w : tek, 
deliver a retaliatory bk ot entire surrounding town of 3,000 


destruction. adry dock wit . 
Sea that could be sealed up to was virtually cut off from the rest 
of the world, with travel severely 


‘To maintain total secrecy, the 


h agate to the Black 


“S Avits height, the base could nel from radiation 
, . ae otect personne D 
FP — aay Fllour. The submarines could enter limited and enough food and other 
ay fale. 4 ich repair shops, and leave, undetected, th rough supplies stockpiled to sustain the 
» | “ey mk pittsfor torped eddies and unde r portals, likesomething community for three years, 
T nirrost out of a s Bond movie. There were living quarters, 
kitchens, a bakery, mess hall and 


a 4 i, cree 
~ 


hospital on the upper level. The 
site was also equipped with its own 
independent filtered air supply— 
the temperature Was maintained at 
a steady 59 degrees Fahrenheit— 
and diesel generators in case of a 


bas power failure. © 
aN * But as the Cold, War ended, 


~ 4 to looters secking 
i \ the control of Ukraine 
va ase was handed over toth: 
“ , Country's military, then to. 
5 ep after annexation. It now 3 
Pleomes visitors asachilling. 
Py spun Cold War might and As 


TUCSON. ARIZONA, USA 


AIRPLAN E 
BONEYARD 


Arizona houses the world’s largest junkyard 
tor military planes, helicopters and drones. 


fter military planes 
4 Ay their final 
A missions, they usually 
wind upina sprawling 
Arizona desert Air 
rorce base, where they are str ipped 
for parts and lett co rest in 
peace The technical name is the 
309th Acrospace Maintenance 
and Regeneration Group, but 
everybody calls ic The Boneyard. 
With more than 3,000 craft 
trom F-16s to helicopters to drones, 
this is the largest plane junkyard 
in the world. Established at the 
end ot World War I, the facility 


has the planes neatly arrayedin a 


2,600-acre parking lot, lashed to 
the hard, weed-covered ground to 
keep them from being swept away 
by winds and remaining in pristine 
condition as the hot, arid climate 
prevents corrosion. 

More than 90 percent of the planes 
make it co The Boneyard under their 
own power. Coming from the Air 
Force, Marines, Navy, the Coast 
Guard, NASA, the FBI and Forest 
Service, the planes are drained of 
fuel, stripped of their guns, ejection 
seat charges and classified hardware, 
washed inside and out (important 
for aircraft that have been on carriers 
or in tropical locations), then sprayed 


with a plastic sealing compound to 
keep out the dust. 

Craft that can’t be repaired are 
harvested for parts, many of which 
are no longer manufactured and 
expensive—if not impossible—to 
refabricate. Up to 7,000 parts a year 
are recovered, which saves more than 
$406 million in replacement costs. 

“Our guys take a lot of pride 
in preserving these aircraft and 
taking really good care of them,” 
Air Force Col. Jennifer Barnard 
shared with the Arizona Daily Star. 
“They know they might be needed 
again, whether it’s a whole airplane 
or just its parts. 
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HEADQUARTER 


An otherwerldly monument in Bulgaria looms 


Heakin central 


Bolgarta Where the 


. <<} » hes . 
Woittads eyat vale POTEK 
. 


aid comypecratures 
drop to Dd degrees, a group of 
scralists met in seereeyv in 18%] 
cotorm the Bulgarian Social 
bYernocraric Workers’ Party. More 
than esght decades later, local leaders 
commemorated the establishment 


> fix * r . 
arr CVS TARee 


unner to the Bulgarian 
Communist Party with a memorial 
whose bold architecture would 
match the dramatic setting 
Constructed by military workers 
and artisans, the Buzludzha 
Monument was a marvel of the 
Brutalist style of “architecture. with 
steps leading up to a stour fying 


er-sh aped hall constructed 


at the apex of a peak leveled with 


rv! Pe 
x, 


namite. Looming beside it was a 
. 


“at s 
230-toot tower Hanked in glass stars 
x 
’ and topped with an observation 
tas 
4 ee ae 
deck accessible by elevator. The 


>> = : 
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structure Was used for communist 
ceremonies, and Bulgarians who 
bankrolled its construction with 
donations trekked to the peak 

to view glass mosaics ot heroes 
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels and 
Vladimir Lenin and allegorical 
images including communist 


workers using their pitch torks to 


stab the serpent of capitalism 

Atter the collap se of COMMmMunNism 
in the late 1980s, the security guards 
were pulled away, and the memoria! 
suftered from the harsh elements 
as vandals stole the artwork and the 
raluable copper ceiling s sheets, 


cHARLERO!, BELGiyy 


a coal-burning power pliant 


in Belgium looks like the 
pelly of the Death Star. 


or 86 years, the IM 
coal-tired plant in 
F suburban Charleroi 
powered industry, 
warmed homes and 
keg the lights on for millions of 
people in Belgium. By the 1970s, as 
natural gas replaced coal, the plant, 
which was built in 1921, became the 
region's primary source of power, 
its massive Water-cooling tower 
belching hot air to the heavens. 

But when officials tound the plant 
contributed 10 percent of Belgium’s 
carbon dioxide emissions, along 
with potentially infection-causing 
bacteria, protests crupted and the 
facility was closed in 2007. 

Sitting empty, the complex was a 
local eyesore until urban explorers 
discovered it. The dystopian vision 
of curved terraces and long troughs 
Alled with wild ferns beneath a 
giant hole to the skies delighted 
photogra phers, attracting a stream 
of visitors until the doors were sealed 

omc g 


shut in 2017 for safety reasons. 
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I'he Ride survived on its elevated 


plattorm,; it was later dismantled 
and moved to Six Flags Fiesta [Texas 
under the new name Goliath. 

Once the floodwaters receded a ; 
month later, the damage was tallied 
at $32.5 million and Six Flags said 
the costs of restoring the park were 
too high. What was lett of the park 
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broken rides invade 


fs 
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ow 
+ 


icnt park gst t AT) of 


he many “No 


lrespassing signs, the surreal 


rene ryr f. 
cen? prove 


d irresistible to urban 
s. whe snuck through 
to explore and take 


eines. Various ciulrts to restore 
| aoe P Rilcelesl ss ~_el 
Six Flags as a Nicke WOCON -THCMeC 


park or convert the «ite to an outlet 
shopping mail fell through. and 

as residents complained about the ' 

evesore and the wildlite it attracted 

New Orleans officials «aid in 2019 x 
they would look into demolishing , 


the site at a cost of $1 3 million 
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WILLIAMS BURG, VIRGINIA, USA : 
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PRESIDENT 
PARK 


A field of presidential busts 
9$0es bust in Virginia. 
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‘YY acre Pre id t 
__ v arraved in 10-acre Presidents 
—_— eorge Washing , te carted on pape ste n 
ss e ngton let’s not even get s Parkin W illiamsburg, V irgini. 
n Be bas seen better days Abraham Lincoln, who has a ‘ ! 
} BB His face i ; back The statues were the creation, 
ae Fate bace ts Cracking poorly located hole in the bac | sadharrorem 
e* : } : } ms ong 
; = Be and streaked with of his head. scu - $ ven ss 
+ *~ i in ¥ . : : ; , 
: MMMM crime. Ronald Such is the state of the 20-toot- drove ? ount | : ee 
— * : . ° . - Ww 18 ire to 70 c 
Reagan fares even worse, having high busts of 43 of Americas day an FA insp “ 8 
| ; i rere s Deller. evi 
been struck by lightning. And chiet executives that once were presidents tter , rginia 
| attraction opened in 2004, a yx 
‘ after a similar park was unveile 


in Lead, South Dakota, comp! 
with a Watergate picnic area 
near Richard Nixon’s head and 
seating area called Monica Ko 
near che Bill Clinton statue. 
Presidents Park, which cost 
$10 million, never caught on 
with tourists, suffering trom it 
obscured location behind a m 
and was rorced to close in 2010 
Three years later. the massive 
busts-—weighing up to 20,000 
pounds—were uprooted and 
transported by flatbed truck to 4 
farm 10 miles away, where the) 


were put into storage. 
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BERLIN, GERMANY 


SPREEPARK 


A Soviet-era amusement park in Germany 
spirals out of control in a cloud of cocaine. 


“We don't have allot of art in 
Open spaces, if public spaces. 


A 


WH or the latter part of 

5 > the Cold War, the 

© F > only amusement park 
on either side of the 
Berlin Wall was the 
VEB Kulrurpark Minterwald, on 
the Spree river in Seviebcontrolled 
East Berlin, Built by communists 

in 1969, the Kulti, as locals called it, 
spread over 70 acres of blacktop with 
rides and attractions for all ages—1,7 
million people a year—until it closed 
after the wall fell in 1989, 

A reunihed Berlin awarded 
a contract to overhaul the park 
to businessman Norbert Witte, 
who opened the newly christened 
Spreepark in 1991 with new rides, 
an English village, grass instead 
of hot asphalt around the Ferris 
Wheel, and soon, a Disneyland-style 
single admission fee rather than 
separate tees for cach ride. 

After an initial bump in visitors, 
attendance slumped to 400,000 a 
year and a debt-plagued Spreepark 
declared itself insolvent after going 
$14 million into the red. Witte fled to 
Peru with his tamily, close associates 
and six of his best rides, packed in 
shipping containers, in 2002. But 
trouble followed Witte, who, in 
2004, was sentenced to seven years 
in prison for trying a year earlier 
to smuggle nearly 400 pounds of 
cocaine back to Germany inside the 
masts of his Flying Carpet ride. 

Spreepark, meanwhile, was forced 
to shut down, and the rides have 
decayed ever since, with marauders 
covering the buildings with graffiti 
and stealing whatever they can carry, 
and locals dumping trash. 

“In the big hall there was a room, 
and it was absolutely filled up with 
Xerox machines... We were just 
like, “Whar the hell?” Tim Gartner, 
project manager for Griine Berlin, 
which owns the site, said in a 2018 
interview with WBUR. 

The city started to restore the park 
in 2020, with hopes of reopening 
parts ot it by 2022. The long dormant 
Ferris wheel, shown above, is expected 
to make a welcome return 
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wUSTERMARK, GERMANY 
a 


BERLI 


OLYMP 
LLAG 


a symbol of Nazi might, 
the 1936 Olympic village 
faded into history after 
the Cold War. 


inding what he 
considered the perfect 
vehicle to promote 
Nazi propaganda anda 
nonthreatening image 
wo the world in the first televised 
Olympics, Adolf Hitler supervised 
the construction of what he called 
the “village of peace” in the woods 
west of Berlin. The 4.000 male 
athletes trom around the world tor 
the 1936 Summer Games could relax 
between events in luxurv dormitories 


with stewards, the first swimming 
pool in an Olympic village and the 
three-story Restaurant of Nations 
dining hall in a complex designed 
like a typical German village, located 
in Wustermark, Germany. (The 

330 women who competed in the 
games were housed separately in 
quarters near the Olympic Stadium 
in Western Berlin.) 

Behind the scenes, the athlete's 
village was hardly the idyllic hamlet 
as advertised, with the Gestapo 
monitoring phone calls and 
intercepting mail. 

As the games began, the Fihrer’s 
spin machine backfired when 
African American sprinter Jesse 


Owens captured tour gold medals 
for the U.S., undercutting Hitler's 
claims of Aryan supremacy 


The village was built by the army, 
which just a few years later used it . 
as a hospital and training academy 
during World War [, until the 
Soviets stormed into Germany and 
occupied the buildings in 1945. 

The KGB developed torture and 
interrogation techniques in the 
village through the Cold War, until 
the facility was abandoned with the 
end of communism in the 1990s. 
It’s been left to rot ever since—the 
empty pool, the crumbling dining 
hall, che weed-covered buildings all 
reminders of its Nazi past. 
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DETROIT, USA 


LEE PLAZA | 


A symbol of prosperity in the city becomes 
@ boarded-up vacant apartment building. 


. DW 0 walk into the opulent 
> Lee Plaza apartment 
T | tower when it opened 
: )) in 1927 was to cnter 
a SS Detroit's optimistic 
state of mind, The 17-story art 
deco marvel featured everything a 
brash automobile-manufacturing 
verhouse would want for its 
well-heeled residents—from the 
Peacock Alley main hallway with 
a hand-painted ceiling rendered in 
blues, greens and golds to the 220 
luxury apartments with chairs chat 
would cose $12,000 today to the 
on-site beauty parlor, flower shop, 
butcher, grocery store and library. 
Children could be left in a supervised 
playroom. A reottep radio receiver 
ensured that every resident got the 
best reception, As a newspaper ad 
for the units boasted: “Every minor 
detail is attended to for a superior 
mode of living,” 

But the onset of the Great 
Depression in 1929, combined 
with the extravagant spending on 
the project, sent developer Ralph 
Lee into a financial tailspin. He had 
to sell the property not long after 
it opened and spent years battling 
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with debt-holders, tying UP the 
tower in court. Along the way, 
fancy residential apartments lo 
their allure to families who was 
freestanding houses, and the 
Lee Plaza had to take on renters 
instead of owners. : 

As the decline of its car factories 
sunk Detroit’s local economy, the 
Lee Plaza lost its luster. By the 
end, the property that promised 
an “unmistaken atmosphere of 
refinement and taste” had become 
housing for low-income seniors. It 
was finally shut down in 1993, 

Today, every window is boarded 
up and the claborate plasterwork 
is crumbling into chalky piles on 
the dirty floors. The 50 decorative 
terra-cotta lion heads outside 
the building were stolen in late 
2000, only t show up at another 
development in Chicago, prompting 
an FBI investigation, The expensive 
coppertile roof was stripped away 
in the night, leaving gaping holes for 
Michigan's harsh weather to invade 
and reducing the Lee Plaza, as 
Hist wricl Jetroit. re ‘ ybserves, “ trom 


st 
ited 


a towering symbol of wealth to a 
towering symbol of Detroit's decay.” 


YOU | 
WOULDNT 
WANT 
TO GO 
WANDERING 
THE 
CORRIDORS 
ALONE.” 


JOURNALIST TOBY ORTON 
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“Tcame through here 
snorthy after | wa: 
elected [in 2013) 

and this was on th 
demolition {ist sid 
this building iS too 
beautiful, it's got to be 
saved,” Detroit mayor 
Mike Duggan said of 
Lee Plaza at a pres 
conference there on 
Jan. 20, 2022. That 
same day, plans were 
announced about the 
tower's planned future 
redevelopment as a mi: 
of lowerent and market- 
rate apartments. The 
$79 millian joint ventur dee 
between Detroit-based 
Roxbury Group and 
Ethos Development 
Partners 1s scheduled 
to start in 2023 and 
wrap up in 2025 


"pa earty brochure touted a ballroom (above) with 
Crystal chandetiers on a vaulted ceiling that promised 
“a stimulating setting for life's gayecmoments 
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RIVIERA 


A Popular Golden State lakeside 


resort dies a tong, Stinky death 
&38 Salton Sea water levels sink. 


—_ | 2 Qc 
nthe 1950s and 1960s. 


the sunny shores of 


Calitornia’s largest lake 

sparkled as a glamorous 

playground where 
Frank Sinatra, Jerry Lewis and the 


+ 


w 


each Boys stayed in fancy hotels 
and launched their vachts from the 
marina at Bombay Beach 

The Salton Riviera, as it was 
known, was born by accident. In 
1905, heavy spring water How from 
the Colorado River overwhelmed 
agricultural irrigation canals and 
poured into an ancient dry lake bed, 
creating the Salton Sea. Located 
just an hour from Palm Springs, the 
lake became 2 popular getaway. But 
natural outflow—became too salty 
and polluted with fertilizer runoft 
from the surrounding farmlands. 
Algae blooms exploded, and dead 
fish began to wash ashore in vast, 
rotting piles. The dead algae sinking 
to the bottom feeds a bacteria that 
produced hydrogen sulfide gas, 
which can be as deadly as cyanide. 

By the 1970s, the nasty water and 
stench scared away the tourists and 
the resort area became a dusty 
shell of itself, with only a handful of 


over the vears, Salton Sea—with no 


Bs 5 
gate eebe? Te Ise 
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™ “The landscape looks ike? 
something out of Mad Max,” 


sattordingto LA Weekly. 
% 


businesses surviving. [he smell today 
is so bad that oder advisories are 
issued for the entire Coachella Valley 
downwind. The Salton Sea Authority 
passed a resolution in 2019 declaring 
a state of emergency, in the hopes of 
getting funding to replenish the water 
trom the Sea of Cortez in Mexico. 
Until then, this onetime desert gem 
is deteriorating into what Bombay 
Beach bartender Steven Johnson 
described, in an NPR interview, asa 
“slow-motion apocalypse.” 


n some of the best 
beaches in the world 
stand the crumbling 
reminders of Croatia's 
bloody past. The 

of Kupart dates back 
1919. when a4 “vech businessman 
iyailt the 6 cand Hotel on the 

aters of the Adriatic Sea 
as then the new kingdom 


aside resort ¢ 


yistine W 

in what W 

ot Yugoslavia. 
By 1960, the country’s military 

osip Broz Tito used 

wrt for military 

cite and their families, with four 

more hotels for 2,000 guests, along 

with villas and a campground, 

But during the ¢ ‘roatian War of 

Independence in the 1990s, the 


srongman | 
Kupari as a res 


Yugoslav People’s Army burned 
out all five hotels with phosphorus 
bombs, and locals scou red the ruins 
for anything valuable, 

After the war, Croatia left the 
devastated shells of the hotels 
standing for decades as grim 
monuments, the only “guests” stray 
cats and vagrants, But with more 
tourists discovering the picturesque 
area near Dubrovnik, officials 
decided to tear down all but the 
Grand Hotel, with plans for it to be 
renovated and reopened. 


a 


NSTANTA 


: : , 
‘Palace on the coast of Romania is destined for 


Jr care 
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until it was closed in 1990, 
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campot, CAMBODIA 


LE BOKOR PA 


HOTE 


& juxury French colonial 
resort in Cambodia with 
a violent history rises 
from the rubble. 


verlooking the Opal 
Coast ot Cambodia, 
the majesty of Le 
Bokor Palace Hotel 
& Casino obscured 
is dark past. lt opened in 1925 on 
smountatn considered sacred by 


ambodians, and the lavish hotel 


= : 
served as a setreat tor French colonists 


Tying to escape sweltering Phnom 
Vents 


Bokor f 
| 


C atho i¢ church anda post oftice. 


Ihe Conerete art deco building 
Was th centerpiece of a resort town, 


ill Station. that also included 


For the dangerous construction 
project in this remote area, the 


French used Cambodian indentured 


servants, and an estimated 900 of 
them were killed during the work. 
In the 1940s, insurrections during 
the First Indochina War sent the 
French fleeing, and the hotel and 
other buildings sat empty until 
the carly 1960s, when the resort 
was refurbished and operated for a 


decade, only to be abandoned again 


Located 3,000 feet above 
sea level, Bokor was touted 
3s aheaith resort, with 
Claims that the salty, fresh air 
would cure fatigue, improve 
breathing, regenerate the 
biood and increase appetite 


ACE 
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alone. But as modern road 


OUeT 40S WRTt 
installed, more than | million courists 
a vear flocked to the mountain for its 
scenic Vistas and temperate climate 
While the Bokor Palace reopened as 
aluxury hotel in 2018, the eerie ruins 
ot the Catholic church and the rest 
of Bokor Hill Station still captivate 


those looking to revisit the past 


